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PRINCIPLE: To be able to use a safety needle that is most effective in preventing needle stick injuries and 
blood exposures. To ensure that the laboratory personnel are using the safest and most up to date safety 
products.  

PROCEDURE: As follows: Note: always wear gloves during venipuncture and when handling blood 
collection tubes in order to minimize exposure hazard.  Be sure to wash your hands before the procedure 
and after the procedure is completed. Always  follow proper patient procedure, see phlebotomy 
guideline. 

1. Select the tube or tubes appropriate for the required tests that were ordered size.  

2. Obtain the desired size of Greiner butterfly required for the draw. They come in 3 sizes. 21 gauge = 
green, 23 = blue and 25 = orange.   

3. Select site for venipuncture. Place the patient’s arm in a downward position. 

4. Apply tourniquet.  Be careful not to leave the tourniquet on the patient’s are for longer than a minute. 

5. Clean the site with  70% alcohol. Be careful not to go back and touch the site. 

6. Remove plastic sheath from the needle.  Hold both of the winged devices with your thumb and pointer 
finger.  Perform the venipuncture. Flashback will confirm if venipuncture has been successful  
Securely hold down one of the wings with your  pointer finger of the opposite hand  or  tape the wing  
down.  Change tubes  with your free hand . Hold tubes securely in the  adapter. 

7. After the desired amount of  blood is obtained the following way can be used to Activate the Safety 
Device:   1.  Hold the gauze down with one hand.  With the other hand, activate the safety mechanism 
by pressing in both sides of the hub to engage to lock. Slide the safety mechanism back until you here 
a click.  The click  is a sign  that a safety  mechanism has been activated.. Dispose needle in the  
SHARPS. 

 

 

 
 

 
Reference:   Greiner Medical package insert,  2012 
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